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SPIRIT Open Equestrian Program is grateful to be able to thank all our
wonderful participants, staff, volunteers, and donors for another successful
year! It is through everyone’s commitment that SPIRIT can continue serving

our community. 
2022 was a year of growth and improvement through all aspects of SPIRIT’s

operations. Here are a few highlights: 
·      Five scouts completed their service projects with SPIRIT enabling them

to reach eagle scout ranking. These projects include a new hay storage
structure, a renovated feed and equipment storage shed, cleaned, and

painted stables, and the completion of the run-in shed at Sully Farm
·      Corporate group Red River came to Frying Pan Farm Park and relevelled
the matted area of our stable, installed a window in the office, and rewired

electric fences within our pastures
·      Corporate group VMWare supported SPIRIT with two service dates for

facility clean up and beautification projects 
·      Participation in Frying Pan Farm Park’s Horse expo- enabling our

therapeutic riding and equine assisted learning participants to showcase
their skills to the community

·      New therapist Hanna Bleznak joined SPIRIT staff to offer occupational
therapy services incorporating hippotherapy 

·      SPIRIT received a three-year contract to continue providing services for
the Fairfax County Comprehensive Services Program

·      Signing a five-year lease with the Park Authority keeping SPIRIT’s
programs at Frying Pan Farm Park

We look forward to continuing sharing our programs and wonderful horses
with you

Michelle Gnozzio
Executive Director

Our Mission 
SPIRIT's mission is to foster healing and teach life

skills through interactions with horses



Participants
1,526 program

hours
309 participants 

"These classes have been so beneficial -
confidence, balance, and socialization have

increased both for my mother and daughter. My
mother has been so motivated to go to class
that she has even taken on dressing herself
(which is a task we used to assist with in the

past.) Thank you!"

"All of the staff were patient, kind and
knowledgeable. You helped our daughter feel

very successful!"

 

"My daughter enjoys riding and caring for the
horse after riding."



Volunteers

 

268 Program & Farm
volunteers

5,993 Program & Farm
volunteer hours



Improvements



SPIRIT Open Equestrian Program 
Program Staff:
Hanna Bleznak, Occupational
Therapy/Hippotherapy
Michelle Gnozzio, Instructor
Meagan Hosker, Instructor 
Jenna Klein, Instructor
Vesma Montvillo,
Therapeutic Riding Instructor
Elizabeth Phillips,
Therapeutic Horsemanship
Nandana Rajesh, Instructor
Abigail Schwall, Instructor
Lauren Wong, Therapeutic
Riding Instructor
Cynda Zurfluh, Therapeutic
Horsemanship, Therapeutic
Riding Instructor  

 Board of Directors:
Jennifer Cibula, Director 
Douglas Gaibler, Director
Chuck Gumas, Director
Claire Hosker, Director
Robert Mennell, President
Vesma Montvillo, Treasurer
Louise Peterson, Director
Diane Pires, Director
Rachel Schwall, Director
Samuel Schwall, President
Patricia Sullivan, Director
Davorka Suvak, Founder &
Secretary
Leslie Vernon, Director
Lauren Wong, Director
Cynda Zurfluh, Vice
President 

 Key Volunteers:
George Bates
Ed Brinberg
Barry Dresdner
Doug Gaibler
Kevin Golla
George Bates
Huey Sullivan
Jeff Wallace
Cynda Zurfluh

Office Staff: 
Michelle Gnozzio, Executive
Director 
Jenna Klein, Administrative
support and farm
management
Elizabeth Phillips, Volunteer
Coordinator 
Patricia Sullivan, Volunteer
Leslie Vernon, Bookkeeper



A Mokay
Alan Behr
Albert & Idella Gaibler Living Trust
Alexis Clement
Alicia Epstein
AltaGas 
Amazon Smile
Anne Friedman
AT & T 
Barbara Wong
Barry & Ann Dresdner
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Bernard O'Dell
Bradley Wedemeyer
Brooke Reese
Bruce Ohr
Captrust Community Foundation
Carmen Perez Ramos
Chris Greenlee
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Christine Umbrell
Claire Hosker
Colleen Kachmar
Courtney Lisull
Cynda Zurfluh & Keven Golla
Dallas B Sutton
Daniel & Susan Blalock
David & Linda Beecroft
Deana Vranas
Diane Pires
Donna Porta
Ekaterina Mousavi
Elisse Brunori
Elizabeth Gilden 
Elizabeth Schroeder
Emily & Michael Kohler
Erin & Ryan Graf
Erin Corona
Erin Freedman
Facebook

Georgia Norton
Geraldine Buroker
Giesecke + Devrient
Gina Myers
GitHub
Global Impact
Guggan Datta
Helen & David Whelan
Hillary Chen
Isabel Smith
Jenee Petersen
Jennifer Boyd
Jennifer Cibula
Jennifer Talley
Joanna Friedrich
Joseph Maline
Josie Fleet
Judi Gray
Justine Powell
Katherine Doob
Kathleen McCarthy
Kelly Edmondson
Kim Wilkerson
Kristen & Stuart Noell
Kyle Bowker
L3/Harris Foundation
Lara Bushallow
Larry Cummings
Laura Lang
Lauren Wong
Lester Hosman
Linda Kostun 
Lisa Goodall
Lisa Puertas
LPL Financial
Lynn Millar
Mary Mason
Master Card
Matthew Briggs
Megan Schmid
Melanie Witt

Michelle Wojitan
Monian Simpkins
National Financial Services LLC
Network for Good
Olga Autote
Patricia & Huey Sullivan
Paulette R Marko
Paypal Charitable Giving Fund
Perri Green
Peter & Heather Young
Rachel Langley
Rick Bolduc
Robert Anderson
Robert Donaldson
Robert Mennell
Ruth Martin
Samuel Schwall
Sandra Milazzo
Sandra Purcell
Schwab Charitable
Sharon Osmolovsky
Sheri Ranney
Stephen Levine
Sue Morrow
Susan & Jay Reizsis
Susan Plonka
Suzanne Gaibler
Tamara Zurakowski
Tammy Markham
The LEEPS Foundation
Thelma Dunham
Thomas Dombrowsky
Thomas McCormack
Vandana Jain
Walt Sanders
Walter Alesevich
William & Mary Foundation
Yum 
Yvonne Bushallow
Zarmina Ziayee

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS AND THOSE
WHOSE SERVICES CONTINUE TO SUPPORT SPIRIT 


